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SURROUNDED BY FORESTS

1. AMICALOLA FALLS STATE PARK — THE WORD AMICALOLA COMES FROM A CHEROKEE INDIAN
WORD MEANING “FALLING WATERS.” THESE POPULAR 729-FOOT FALLS ARE THE TALLEST EAST OF
THE MIssISSIPPI RIVER. AN EIGHT-MILE APPROACH TRAIL ALSO LEADS FROM THE PARK TO
SPRINGER MOUNTAIN, THE SOUTHERN END OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. DIRECTIONS: FROM
BLUE RIDGE, TAKE HWY 515 TO HWY 52 oUTSIDE OF ELLIJAY. FOLLOW HWY 52 TO THE LEFT FORK

TOWARD DAHLONEGA. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 706-265-4703.

2. CoOPER CREEK RECREATION AREA — ADJOINING THE 1,240 ACRE COOPER CREEK SCENIC AREA,
THE COOPER CREEK AREA FEATURES HIKING TRAILS, CAMPING, PICNIC AREAS AND BEAUTIFUL
COOPER CREEK AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, STOCKED WITH TROUT. CAMPING IS AVAILABLE AT THE
CoOPER CREEK RECREATION AREA AND MULKY CAMPGROUND. DIRECTIONS: FROM
MORGANTON, FOLLOW GEORGIA 60 SOUTH TOWARD DAHLONEGA FOR 17.7 MILES; TURN LEFT

ON FOREST SERVICE ROAD 4 FOR 5.7 MILES. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 706-632-3031.

3. CHATTAHOOCHEE NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY — BUILT IN 1937 BY THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE,
THE FISH HATCHERY IS MANAGED TODAY BY THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE. THE STATION
PRODUCES ONE MILLION TROUT EACH YEAR, WHICH ARE STOCKED INTO TAILWATERS, STREAMS
AND LAKES OF NORTH GEORGIA. TOUR THE HATCHERY, FISH IN ROCK CREEK OR PICNIC IN
PUBLIC AREAS. CAMPING IS AVAILABLE NEAR BY AT FRANK GROSS CAMPGROUND AND THE DEEP
HOLE RECREATION AREA, OPERATED BY THE TOCCOA RANGER DISTRICT, 706-632-3031.
DIRECTIONS: TAKE GEORGIA 60 SOUTH FROM MORGANTON FOR 15 MILES. TURN RIGHT ON

FOREST SERVICE ROAD 69 TO THE HATCHERY. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 706-838-4723.

4. MORGANTON POINT RECREATION AREA — ON LAKE BLUE RIDGE, THIS AREA OFFERS
CAMPSITES ADJACENT TO THE LAKE SHORE, CAMPING, PICNICKING, HIKING, SWIMMING,
BOATING AND FISHING. DIRECTIONS: TAKE U.S. 515 SOUTH FROM BLUE RIDGE FOR 4 MILES TO
GA 60. TURN RIGHT AND GO 3 MILES TO MORGANTON. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 706-
632-3031.

5. ASKA TRAILS — THE ASKA TRAILS AREA IS A 1T7-MILE HIKING-MOUNTAIN BIKING TRAIL SYSTEM

ON ASKA ROAD IN BLUE RIDGE. TRAILS RANGE IN LENGTH FROM 1TO 5.5 MILES AND ARE OPEN



YEAR ROUND. THE TRAILS ASCEND TO 3,200 FEET, PROVIDING VISTAS OF MOUNTAIN RIDGES,
AND DESCEND TO THE SHORES OF LAKE BLUE RIDGE. TWO TRAILS CROSS MOUNTAIN STREAMS,
PROVIDING A RANGE OF FORESTED SETTINGS. DIRECTIONS: THE MAIN TRAILHEAD LOCATION IS
AT DEEP GAP; OTHER TRAILHEADS ARE AT STANLEY GAP, SHADY FALLS ROAD, AND ON FOREST
RoaD 711/CAMPBELL CAMP ROAD. FROM McDONALDS IN BLUE RIDGE, GO NORTH ON
HiGHwWAY 515 To WINDY RIDGE ROAD. TURN RIGHT ON WINDY RIDGE TO THE DEAD END AT OLD

HIGHWAY 76. TURN LEFT ON 76, THEN GO .2 MILES TO ASKA ROAD ON THE RIGHT.

6. COHUTTA WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA — RECOMMENDED FOR SEASONED BACKPACKERS
AND FISHERMEN, THE COHUTTA WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) ENCOMPASSES 95,000
ACRES, 40,000 oF WHICH ARE IN FANNIN COUNTY. THE COHUTTA WILDERNESS IS THE LARGEST
WILDERNESS AREA EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. THE HIGHEST PEAKS RISE TO 4,000 FEET.
THERE ARE 26 TRAILS TOTALING 127 MILES AND THE PRISTINE TROUT WATERS OF THE JACKS AND
CONASAUGA RIVERS. FOR DIRECTIONS AND MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ACCESS TO THE
COHUTTAS, CONTACT THE COHUTTA RANGER DISTRICT AT 706-695-6736. OR SEE THE

CHAMBER’S SELF-DRIVING TOUR #2, A RIDE TO THE COHUTTA WILDERNESS.

7. FORT MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — NAMED FOR A MYSTERIOUS 855-FOOT ROCK WALL ON TOP OF
THE MOUNTAIN, THIS STATE PARK OFFERS 30+ MILES OF TRAILS, CAMPING, COTTAGES, A LAKE
WITH SWIMMING BEACH, BOAT RENTALS, MINI-GOLF, HORSEBACK RIDING AND PICNICKING.
LOCATED 8 MILES EAST OF CHATSWORTH VIA GA. HwY 52. FOR INFORMATION, CALL 706-695-
2621.

8. LAKE CONASAUGA RECREATION AREA — MANAGED BY THE FOREST SERVICE, THIS BEAUTIFUL
RECREATION AREA IS LOCATED WITHIN THE COHUTTA WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA AND
FEATURES THE HIGHEST LAKE IN GEORGIA. THE AREA OFFERS CAMPING, FISHING, SWIMMING,
BOATING, PICKNICKING AND HIKING. SEE THE CHAMBER’S SELF-DRIVING TOUR #2 FOR
DIRECTIONS FROM FANNIN COUNTY, OR CALL 706-695-6736 FOR DIRECTIONS AND

INFORMATION.

9. VOGEL STATE PARK — ONE OF GEORGIA’S MOST POPULAR STATE PARKS, VOGEL IS LOCATED 11
MILES SOUTH OF BLAIRSVILLE VIA U.S. HWyY 19-129. DRIVING FROM THE SOUTH, VISITORS PASS

THROUGH NEEL GAP, A BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN PASS NEAR BRASSTOWN BALD. THE 233 ACRE



FACILITY FEATURES HIKING AND BACKPACKING, FISHING, SWIMMING, PEDAL BOAT RENTAL,

MINIATURE GOLF, CAMPING AND COTTAGES. FOR INFORMATION, CALL 706-745-2628.

10. BLoobD MOUNTAIN — WALASI-YI CENTER — THE WALASI-YI CROSSING ON BLOOD MOUNTAIN
PROVIDES HOSTEL SERVICES AND OUTFITTING TO THROUGH HIKERS ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL.
THE GIFT SHOP FEATURES LOCAL ART AND POTTERY. LOCATED SOUTH OF BLAIRSVILLE VIA Hwy
19-129. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 706-745-6095.

11. BRASSTOWN BALD — GEORGIA’S HIGHEST MOUNTAIN OFFERS A VISITOR INFORMATION
CENTER AND PANORAMIC VIEW OF FOUR STATES. ALSO FEATURED ARE EXHIBITS, VIDEO
PRESENTATIONS, HIKING AND PICNICKING. FROM BLAIRSVILLE, TAKE U.S. 19/129 SOUTH FOR 8
MILES. TURN LEFT ONTO GEORGIA 180. GO 9 MILES TO GEORGIA 180 SPUR AND TURN LEFT. GO
3 MORE MILES TO THE BRASSTOWN BALD PARKING LOT. FOR INFORMATION, CALL 706-896-
3471.

12. RUSSELL/BRASSTOWN SCENIC BYWAY — THE RUSSELL/BRASSTOWN SCENIC BYWAY OFFERS

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE NATIONAL FOREST ON THIS 40-MILE DRIVE. SEE THE
TWIN WATERFALLS AT ANNA RUBY FALLS, CLIMB TO THE TOP OF BRASSTOWN BALD OR PICNIC AT
UNicol STATE PARK. FROM BLUE RIDGE, GO TO BLAIRSVILLE ON HIGHWAY 515. IN BLAIRSVILLE,

TAKE HwWY 129 souTH To Hwy 180, WHICH FORMS A LOOP WITH HwY 75 AND 348.

13. MOCASSIN CREEK STATE PARK — MOCCCASIN CREEK 1S LOCATED ON THE SHORES OF 2,800-
ACRE LAKE BURTON. A FISHING PIER IS PERCHED ABOVE A TROUT-FILLED CREEK OPEN ONLY TO
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED VISITORS, SENIOR CITIZENS AND CHILDREN. FACILITIES INCLUDE
CAMPING SITES, BOAT DOCK AND RAMP, PLAYGROUND AND PICNIC SHELTER. FROM BLUE RIDGE,
TAKE HIGHWAY 515 THROUGH BLAIRSVILLE, YOUNG HARRIS AND HIAWASSEE TOWARD
CLAYTON. TURN RIGHT ON GA HwyY 197 WEST OF LAKE BURTON. FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CALL 706-947-3194.

14. UNIcol STATE PARK — UNICOI IS LOCATED TWO MILES FROM THE ALPINE VILLAGE OF HELEN.
IT 15 A 1,050 ACRE FACILITY OFFERING CAMPING, COTTAGES AND LODGE ACCOMMODATIONS, A
53-ACRE LAKE AND BEACH, TENNIS COURTS AND PICNIC SHELTERS. ACTIVITIES INCLUDE HIKING,

MOUNTAIN BIKING, FISHING, SWIMMING, CANOE AND PEDAL BOATING. THE PARK IS LOCATED 2



MILES NORTHEAST OF HELEN VIA GA Hwy. 356. FRom BLUE RIDGE, TAKE HIGHWAY 515/76 TO
HiIAWASSEE, THEN GA HwyY 75 SOUTH TO HELEN. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 706-878-
3983.

CHEROKEE NATIONAL FOREST

15. BIG FROG WILDERNESS — NORTH OF THE COHUTTA WILDERNESS IS THE BIG FROG
WILDERNESS, AN 8,055 ACRE PRESERVE IN TENNESSEE. WITHIN THE WILDERNESS ARE BIG FROG
MOUNTAIN, HIKING TRAILS, TUMBLING CREEK CAMPGROUND AND OCOEE RIVER ACCESS. FOR
DIRECTIONS AND MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE OCOEE/HIWASSEE RANGER DISTRICT AT
(423) 338-5201.

16. OcOEe WHITEWATER CENTER — LOCATED ON HWY 64 NORTH OF MCCAYSVILLE, THE OCOEE
WHITEWATER CENTER WAS BUILT BY THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE FOR THE 1996 OLYMPIC
CANOE/KAYAK/SLALOM EVENTS. THE INFORMATION CENTER DISPLAYS LEGACY ITEMS FROM THE
OLYMPICS. THERE ARE HIKING TRAILS, SWIMMING HOLES, PICNIC AREAS, A NATIVE GARDEN,

GIFT SHOP AND MORE. FOR INFORMATION CALL (423) 496-5197.

17. OCOEE SCENIC BYwAyY — FOLLOW THE NATION’S FIRST NATIONAL FOREST SCENIC BYwAY As
IT WINDS ALONGSIDE THE OCOEE RIVER, PAST THE OCOEE FLUME LINE AND POWERHOUSES. THE

BYWAY FOLLOWS HwWY 64 BETWEEN DUCKTOWN AND CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE.

18. CHEROHALA SKYWAY — TRAVELERS ON THIS NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY ENCOUNTER
PANORAMIC VIEWS AS THEY ROUND THE TOPS OF PEAKS IN THE CHEROKEE AND NANTAHALA
FORESTS. THE BYWAY BEGINS AT TELLICO PLAINS, TENNESSEE AND FOLLOWS HwY 165 TO

RoBBINSVILLE, N.C.

19. NANTAHALA RIVER GORGE — THE 8.5 MILE SECTION OF THE NANTAHALA RIVER BETWEEN
BEECHERTOWN AND WESSER, N.C. IS A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED WORLD-CLASS WHITEWATER
RIVER. THE RIVER ATTRACTS 200,000 PEOPLE ANNUALLY. RAFTING IS AVAILABLE THROUGH
SEVERAL RAFTING COMPANIES IN THE BLUE RIDGE AREA, INCLUDING THE NANTAHALA OUTDOOR

CENTER, ROLLING THUNDER RIVER COMPANY AND WILDWATER, LTD.



20. HANGING DOG RECREATION AREA — LOCATED ON HIWASSEE LAKE, THE RECREATION AREA
HAS A CAMPGROUND WITH 68 CAMPSITES, PICNIC AREA, HIKING TRAILS AND A BOAT LAUNCH.
HiwASSEE LAKE HAS 180 MILES OF SHORELINE AND IS A POPULAR PLACE FOR FISHING, BOATING

AND WATER SKIING. FROM MURPHY, N.C., TRAVEL 5 MILES ON SR 1326.

21. JACK RABBIT MOUNTAIN RECREATION AREA — LOCATED ON A PENINSULA ON CHATUGE LAKE,
THE RECREATION AREA OFFERS 200 CAMP SITES, SWIMMING BEACH, SHOWERS, HIKING TRAILS,
PICNIC AREAS AND BOAT LAUNCH. JACK RABBIT IS LOCATED SOUTH OF U.S. 64 BETWEEN
HAYESVILLE AND SHOOTING CREEK, N.C.

22. UPPER TELLICO OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE AREA — UPPER TELLICO’S 8,000 ACRES OFFER 40
MILES OF TRAILS FOR FOUR-WHEELING. MOST TRAILS ARE OPEN TO ALL TYPES OF OFF-HIGHWAY
VEHICLES. MANY ARE ROUGH AND CHALLENGING. UPPER TELLICO IS ON THE TENNESSEE STATE
LINE 13 MILES NORTH OF MURPHY, N.C.

23. JoYCE KILMER NATIONAL FOREST — ONE OF THE MOST IMPRESSIVE OLD-GROWTH FORESTS IN
THE COUNTRY, FEATURING 100+ TREE SPECIES, SOME OVER 400 YEARS OLD.

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK

24. CHEROKEE, N.C. — BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY — THE 469-MILE BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY BEGINS IN
CHEROKEE, N.C., HOME OF THE EASTERN BAND OF THE CHEROKEE. THE PARKWAY FOLLOWS THE
MOUNTAINS FROM THE GREAT SMOKIES TO THE SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK IN VIRGINIA.
FROM BLUE RIDGE, TAKE HWY 60-SPUR TO MURPHY. IN MURPHY FOLLOW HWY 74 THROUGH

ANDREWS AND THE NANTAHALA GORGE TO CHEROKEE.





